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If you haven't heard, Metrolinx, an Ontario Government agency, is spearheading a massive increase in Go
Transit right through many of the neighbourhoods that make up the Davenport riding. Increasing access to
public transit is always a good thing, right? It's not so easy to answer yes to this question - especially
since the increase in Go Trains will also mean serious threats to public health from the dirty diesel
engines and increases in noise pollution along rail corridors.

The thing is, the Liberal government supports these increases in Go Transit, and has already purchased a
number of so-called "cleaner" diesel trains. When speaking with a spokesperson from Cristina Martins
campaign office, a woman named Christine identified herself as Martins' campaign manager. Her
explanation for moving ahead with the purchase of these trains, and the deferring of electrification on the
Pan Am Games was this:

"If we want the lines to be ready for increased traffic for the Pan Am Games (in 2015), we need to use the
technology we have right now, and Bloor station will become a major transit hub. To electrify the system
means we would have to make significant infrastructure changes such as making the bridges that we
have just built higher to accommodate electrification. We wouldn't be able to do that before the Games,
so we need to work with what we have."

In response to a question about the environmental sustainability of the "cleaner diesel,"  she said, "Well,
David Suzuki has endorsed the Liberal environmental platform."

Yet, on September 19, the party was asked to pull that endorsement from their materials.

The missive of the other three parties, PC, NDP and Green is that they support public transit AND the
electrification on the lines that criss-cross the riding. In a recent email, Kirk Russell, PC candidate,
wrote, "If GO service is electrified, increasing traffic that services the Bloor GO station used by people in
Davenport is welcome, and would be good for the region by keeping congestion from increasing on our
major arteries and highways, but it has to be electric for the health of our community. The PC party is
prepared to invest $35B into infrastructure the first three years we are in office, most of which we are
planning to invest in Transit and Transportation. The idea of "converting" trains from diesel to electric is
not an industry practice."

Overall, when speaking to a representative of Jonah Schein's campaign, the message was loud and clear
as well - diesel, no matter how "clean" it is, is still dirty. For the sake of community health, electrification
of the lines has to happen. In addition to Schein's commitment to pushing for electrification, he also has
the support of neighboring NDP MPs and MPPs and Davenport MP Andrew Cash, to push for
electrification.

It stands to reason that Frank de Jong, the Green candidate is asking for, "electrification now," but
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stresses that transportation should, on a local level, concentrate on building more walkable communities.

It will be interesting to see if Martins pro-diesel stance will come back to haunt her during debates
scheduled in the riding for September 29. The Junction Triangle Rail Committee is just getting off the
ground, and will be working with other groups, such as the Clean Train Coalition to ensure the rails are
electrified. But, are residents really aware of the issues? Except for a number of pro-diesel propaganda
pieces distributed by Metrolinx about the project (which were later deemed misleading by Advertising
Standards Canada) does the issue resonate enough with a community that has largely been ignored by
grassroots organizations while being misinformed by Metrolinx at the same time. Until October 6, I guess
we'll never know.
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