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the riding is home to the largest immigrant population in Ontario, with the largest population being
Portuguese and the second largest, Vietnamese
The riding has the second-lowest family income in Ontario
The highest percentage of individuals with less than a grade nine education in the province live in the riding

According to research into voter turn-out and electorate engagement, any one of these factors is enough
to lessen a person's engagement in the political process. Access to information is an issue - if a
candidate's mother tongue is not English, yet most of the campaign materials are distributed in English
and most of the news media reports in English only, the less likely they are to understand the issues and
the candidate's stand on said issues. Income often goes hand-in-hand with low education - those who do
not continue with school are less likely to vote.

Of all the leaflets, signs, eager canvassers and other materials, not a single candidate produced them in
any language but English, there was one debate during which poverty was the main agenda item and
most of the candidates addressed education as an election issue by either parlaying a long list of
accomplishments (Martins) or by talking about post-secondary education - seemingly glossing over the
high dropout rate from high school in Davenport which contributes to the cycle of poverty and low
education in the riding.

In this campaign, Davenport was a study in contrasts - a candidate with strong Portuguese roots and ties
to the European and Portuguese small business communities in Martins for the Liberals (a move that the
party thought would likely appeal to the strongly Portuguese roots in this riding) on one side and a social
worker and popular social activist Schein, the NDP candidate who has worked and/or lived in Davenport
for most of his career (a calculated choice that may bring the low income and other marginalized voters to
the ballot boxes given Schein's previous commitments to The Stop Community Food Centre and other
community projects). While the Green candidate Frank de Jong was a great candidate and an able
political opponent, it appears that his charisma may not be enough to win him this race. And it's doubtful
that, given his penchant for being a no-show and his 11th hour, half-hearted campaigning (and his
penchant for disturbing peaceful neighbourhood streets by racing around in an SUV with its horn blaring
while plastered with campaign signs), Kirk Russell will make little headway for the PC party. It almost felt

With the election imminent here in Ontario, Davenport seems to be split between red and orange. With a
potential change of party in the works, (while it may be the Liberals race to lose, the local media
coverage, the reactions of the crowd during debates and a quick unscientific review of the party signs in
the riding are pointing to a Jonah Schein NDP sweep), will it bring the voters out to the polls? And if not,
what was missing from this campaign?

Davenport consistently falls into the bottom of the voter turn-out polls. In 2007's Ontario election, only
45.8 per cent of Davenport's eligible voters came out and cast a ballot - the twelfth lowest in the province.
There are a number of factors that work against voter engagement in the riding, including:
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like the Conservatives are very aware that they will likely never win this riding, so they gave up before the
race started.

So, does this mean a Liberal red Davenport that get awarded to a candidate coasting on both her roots
and Liberal party's legacy? Or will it be painted orange on election night with an upstart, politically active
candidate who appears to have won over a considerable number of media outlets? We know for sure it
won't be green or blue, but that's about the only certainty as Davenport heads to the polls.
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